Sample Letter or E-Mail
Date

The Honorable ____full name__________

U.S. Representative

U.S. House of Representatives






Washington, DC 20515

Re:  H.R. 1609 Constantino Brumidi – Congressional Gold Medal

Dear Congressman(woman) ___last name______:

As a member of the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (AHEPA), a leading association for the nation’s 1.4 million American citizens of Greek ancestry, and Philhellenes, I would like Representative ___last name____ to consider co-sponsoring H.R. 1609, a bill to award posthumously a Congressional gold medal to Constantino Brumidi, known by historians as “the Michelangelo of the Capitol,” for display in the Capitol Visitor Center.
As the Capitol Visitor Center welcomes guests from throughout the world, I believe that Brumidi's Congressional gold medal will be an inspirational reminder of the significance of liberty, freedom and citizenship, which are values that we all cherish and take for granted as American citizens.  His love and appreciation for America, demonstrated by his obtaining citizenship two years after his political exile from Italy, was his muse for his 25 years of artistic work in the U.S. Capitol leading to his masterpiece in the Rotunda—the “Apotheosis of Washington.”   

Constantino Brumidi truly lived the immigrant experience and fulfilled the American Dream. In fact, proud of his artistic accomplishments and devoted to his adopted country, Brumidi said, “My one ambition and my daily prayer is that I may live long enough to make beautiful the Capitol of the one country on earth in which there is liberty.”

The Congressional Gold Medal will honor the contributions of an outstanding American who shared both Greek and Italian heritage. Identical legislation, S. 254, passed last month in the Senate with an astounding 99 cosponsors. 
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Name

Full Address

