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AMERICAN HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION






June 12, 2001

The Honorable Elton Gallegly
Chair, Subcommittee on Europe
House International Relations Committee
2401A Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-6128
Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (AHEPA), the nation’s largest Hellenic heritage organization, we respectfully submit the position of the organization with respect to U.S. Policy in the Eastern Mediterranean and we offer our opinions on what U.S. policy should be in the region in light of the Subcommittee on Europe’s hearing scheduled for this Wednesday, June 13, 2001.

The basis for our position evolves from our recent Excursion to Greece, Cyprus, and Turkey, April 27 to May 7, 2001, where leaders of AHEPA met with the following key members of U.S. and foreign governments, as well as His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, the spiritual leader of approximately 300 million Orthodox Christians worldwide:

· U.S. Ambassador to Greece R. Nicholas Burns,

· U.S. Ambassador to Cyprus Donald Bandler,

· Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy in Turkey, Jim Jeffrey, 

· Greek Foreign Minister George Papandreou,

· Greek Deputy Foreign Minister Grigoris Niotis,

· Turkish Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs Dr. Osman Faruk Logoglu, 

· Turkish Deputy Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs Yigit Alpogan, and

· President of the Republic of Cyprus Glafcos Clerides.
Further, we draw on statements taken by the U.S. Administration, both immediate past and current, and the United Nations Security Council Resolutions, which reinforce our position.

AHEPA has been credited by State Department officials for opening up an era of “Track Two” diplomacy that began with such initiatives as visiting Ankara on three occasions (1997, 1998, 2001) to meet with Turkish foreign ministry and military officials and crossing the “Green Line” that divides the island of Cyprus (May 2001) into the Republic of Cyprus and the illegally occupied area by Turkey in the north.

Position on Greek-Turkish Rapprochement

AHEPA supports the rapprochement effort by Greece and Turkey that has fostered and encouraged bilateral agreements with respect to:  trade, the environment, cultural exchanges, tourism, joint law enforcement, and a reduction in arms procurement, among others.  These initial agreements, along with any confidence building measures with respect to the military, are welcomed by AHEPA.
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The next step is to raise the level of rapprochement to address the tougher issues of sovereignty in the Aegean and reaching a settlement in Cyprus.  The Greek American community would like to see more positive developments especially with respect to Turkey.

We respectfully request the United States to continue its policy of supporting the rapprochement efforts between the two countries and to encourage it to bloom, leading to peace in the Aegean and a settlement based on international law and the rule of law with regard to both issues.

Position on a Cyprus Settlement and EU Accession

AHEPA’s position on a just solution to the Cyprus problem is based on a bizonal, bicommunal, federation with a single international personality and a single sovereignty as outlined by United National Security Council Resolutions, especially Resolution 1251 of June 29, 1999.  Further, the position of AHEPA is for Cyprus to enter into the EU, upon meeting all established criteria, whether or not a settlement is reached.  This is outlined by the EU in the Helsinki Agreement of December 1999.  AHEPA would prefer to see a settlement prior to accession based upon the rule of law as it will benefit the people of Cyprus—Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots alike.  

U.S. policy toward a Cyprus settlement must be to support the rule of law within the framework of U.N. Security Council Resolutions and encourage the resumption of the U.N.-sponsored proximity talks.  Currently, the proximity talks are at an “impasse right now because of the position taken by Mr. Denktash,” stated U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell before a Senate Subcommittee hearing.  He added, “We are supporting the U.N. efforts on this.”

Undersecretary of Political Affairs Marc Grossman, at his confirmation hearing before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, stated, “We have got to impress on the Turkish Cypriots and the people in Ankara that they have got to get involved in this negotiation.  And we’ve got to use leverage.  But I use that term kind of in a positive way, in terms of what Cyprus is going to do to get into the European Union.”

U.S. policy toward Cyprus’ accession into the EU must be in compliance with the Helsinki decision, meaning a settlement is not a precondition for Cyprus’ accession.  Also, the U.S. must ensure a level playing field with respect to Cyprus’ accession by supporting its entry, with or without a settlement, and discourage any thought by Turkey, a non-EU member, to stand in Cyprus’ way.

Former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Richard Holbrooke recently said to a conference of concerned Greek and Cypriot Americans, “President Clerides is making tremendous progress toward accession and no non-member will be able to veto its accession, especially not Turkey, and not Mr. Denktash, who is the most obstructionist person I have had to deal with, but he cannot derail the process.”

Finally, the U.S. policy is made clear as State Department Richard Boucher said on May 4, 2001, “We’ve supported the EU’s decision, the EU’s method of dealing with this.  We’ve supported the Helsinki conclusions, which laid out the EU’s progress.  And we’ve also supported very much the U.N.’s efforts, and that’s where our focus remains right now.”
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Position on Turkey and Human Rights

It is in everyone’s best interest, the United States, Greece, Cyprus, and of course, Turkey, for Turkey’s economy to stabilize and grow.  This will lead to social and political stability in Turkey.  AHEPA supports a movement toward stabilization in all of these areas.  AHEPA welcomes Turkey’s candidacy to 

join the EU, and would further welcome its entry into the EU based upon it meeting all the necessary criteria outlined by the European Union and the agreements reached in Helsinki.

As Americans of Hellenic descent, we want the southern flank of NATO to be strong and Turkey is an element of that flank.  However AHEPA questions the role of the military as it pertains to the democratic government of Turkey.  Its constant insistence on the procurement of weapons that can only be described as offensive at a time when Turkey’s economy is in dire straits and in need of restructuring must be examined.  For example, why does Turkey want to purchase 145 attack helicopters costing $7 billion when it needs to borrow hundreds of millions of dollars from the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund?  (Please refer to the enclosed strategic report written by Gregory Copley).  

U.S. Policy must be to strongly encourage Turkey to improve its human rights record especially in light of the European Court of Human Rights’ decision of May 10, 2001, (Cyprus v. Turkey). The court’s ruling in favor for Cyprus, 16-1, found Turkey guilty of human rights abuses in Cyprus.  It does not take into consideration the human rights abuses committed against other minorities, for example the Kurds.  U.S. taxpayer dollars subsidizing these abuses by Turkey through the weaponry it procures must be examined.  

Additionally the U.S., founded on the principles of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, including freedom of religion, must take the lead to call on Turkey to reopen the Theological School of Halki (where the priests who serve the Greek American community are educated) and to allow the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the spiritual center for Orthodox Christians, including five million in the United States, to operate freely in carrying out its religious mission and without fear of persecution.  

Conclusion

As American citizens, the AHEPA’s position for the last 27 years of Turkey’s illegal occupation of some 34% of Northern Cyprus has continually been based on the rule of law and countless U.N. resolutions.  Although we pride ourselves on our Hellenic heritage, it is our American heritage and ideals on which we have based our position.

Sincerely,

Johnny N. Economy

President



Cc:  
Members of the Subcommittee on Europe


Mr. Vassos Chrysanthou, Chairman, AHEPA Cyprus and Hellenic Affairs Committee
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