
August 18, 2008

Attn: Ethnic Outreach Director
[ADDRESS]

Re:  Policy Questionnaire for Greek-American Community

Dear ______:

The American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (AHEPA) is the largest and oldest 
American-based, Greek heritage grassroots membership organization and is a leading association for the 
nation’s 1.4 million American citizens of Greek ancestry and Philhellenes.  Its mission is to promote the 
ancient Greek ideals of philanthropy, education, civic responsibility, and family and individual excellence
through community service and volunteerism.  

The 60,000 members of AHEPA and its affiliated organizations (the AHEPA Family) would like to 
provide you with the opportunity to articulate your positions on issues vital to the American Hellenic
community.  In addition to being concerned about matters pertaining to Greece, Cyprus, and Turkey, our 
constituents are interested in domestic policy areas affecting the philanthropic, civic, and community 
service-based programs in which they are involved. Some of these programs include:

�¾ more than 80 AHEPA Senior Housing (HUD – Section 202) projects complete or in development,
�¾ a vibrant Cooley’s Anemia Foundation that raises funds to find a cure for Thalassemia, a fatal genetic 

blood disease that affects people of Mediterranean descent,
�¾ charter schools involvement,
�¾ an active national Bone Marrow Registry, and
�¾ sponsorship of several domestic violence shelters for abused women across the country.

Although a majority of our members are of Greek ancestry, we are diverse in many ways.  We are 
professionals, small business owners, and blue-collar workers; we are senior citizens and recent college 
graduates; we are veterans and we support our troops.  Above all else, we are volunteers who are guided 
by a mission composed of ancient Greek principles, aspiring to make our neighborhoods stronger.

Recent Presidential elections have reminded us that every vote counts.  In fact, the AHEPA family is 
strongest in states crucial to determining the 2008 election.  For example, in Ohio we have 37 chapters 
and 2,928 members; Pennsylvania has 32 chapters and 2,544 members; Florida has 37 chapters with 
2,727 members. And our reach travels well beyond these boundaries, through to our small businesses, 
churches, and Greek-American publications.  We’d like to help you convey your message to not just these 
communities, but to Greek-America.  
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Therefore, please find attached eight questions, four pertaining to domestic policy and four to foreign 
policy, which are significant to our constituents.   We will present our grassroots membership with your 
position on these issues by utilizing our:

�¾ E-mail action network (3,000 e-mail addresses on file)
�¾ Web site, www.ahepa.org(approximately five million hits annually, averaging 80,000 hits a week)
�¾ Grassroots Network of AHEPA Family Chapters (nearly 1,000, including every major metropolitan 

city in the United States)

Moreover, your response, or non-response, will be published in our community’s influential publications.  
If possible, please reply by September 30, 2008, to:

Basil Mossaidis, Executive Director
AHEPA Headquarters
1909 Q Street, NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20009
Fax: 202.232.2140

Thank you for taking time out of your busy campaign schedule to address our concerns.  Please contact 
Mr. Mossaidis with any questions, basil@ahepa.org, or 202.232.6300, ext. 206.

Respectfully submitted,

Ike Gulas
National President

http://www.ahepa.org/
mailto:basil@ahepa.org


Questionnaire on American Hellenic Issues

Submitted by the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (AHEPA)

Domestic Policy

1. What is your position onexpansion of the United States’ Visa Waiver Program, and Greece’s standing as a leading 
nation for entry into the Program?

2. NIH funding has failed to keep up with biomedical inflation for the past five years.  What is your position on an 
increase for federal funding of thalassemia-related programs at NIH such as the Thalassemia Clinical Research 
Network (TCRN), and other agencies under the Department of Health and Human Services such as the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s thalassemia initiatives?

3. What are your initiatives to help small business owners/entrepreneurial development?

4. The Voice of America’s Greek Desk Service has been the target of elimination in budget cuts under the current 
administration.  The VOA Greek Desk is a vital instrument for AHEPA, and other Greek-American organizations, to 
communicate messages accurately overseas.  What is your position on funding the VOA Greek Desk Service at 
$500,000 annually?
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Submitted by the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (AHEPA)

Foreign Policy

1. What is your position on S.Res.331, expressing the sense of the Senate that Turkey should end its military occupation 
of the Republic of Cyprus?

2. What is your position on S.Res.615, a resolution urging the Government of Turkey to respect the rights and religious 
freedoms of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Orthodox Christian Church? What is your position on the reopening of 
the Greek Orthodox Theological School of Halki in Turkey, which prior to its close by Turkish authorities in 1971 was 
the primary institution of learning for Greek Orthodox priests who serve the Greek-American community?

3. What is your position on S.Res.300, a resolution expressing the sense of the Senate that the Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia (FYROM) should stop the utilization of materials that violate provisions of the United Nations-brokered 
Interim Agreement between FYROM and Greece regarding "hostile activities or propaganda" and should work with the 
United Nations and Greece to achieve longstanding United States and United Nations policy goals of finding a 
mutually-acceptable official name for FYROM?

4. What initiatives do you foresee your administration pursuing with regards to relations with Greece?  How do you 
envision Greece as a player in the European community and in an Eastern Mediterranean region that is becoming 
increasingly vital to U.S. interests in the Greater Middle East and the Balkans?  


